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By TED LEWIS .
Washington, June 17.—When on a certain day the
1 government of Red China knows more about a clandestine
U.8. military operation abroad than cur’ own State De-,

partment, it suggests, to put it mildly, that a most dan-:
werous communications flaw exists in our national security
;operation, : , K )
! The report that civilian Amevican fliers. were in combat in
PAfrica agxainst Congolese rebels came out of Peking Sunday. It was .
*flatly denied by the State Department Monday. But on Tuesday the
(department reversed signals and . g .
said Lthe Peking yeport was sub-

stantially true. | .
The explanation for this em-

i gines the messed-up. way the {ed-
ieral burcaucraey often operates.
‘Tt appears the State Departiment,
‘when first asked whether the
Red China charge was true or)
,false, queried a certain “chan-
“nel” in the Central Intelligence ”
{ Agoney. : y

' The presumably “solid” infor-
mation came back from the hush-
hush source, that no Amervicans
were engaged in combat in_the
"Congo., - o
| The State Department_decided
tto be even more caveful. It asked
‘for a recheck through the same
CIA ., channel. The word came

i haclk that all that was known, :
tor eould .be told, was that the |
hived American fliers were train- . |
ing Congo pilots to fly F-28 re- - i
conaissance planes recently -
supplicd to the Thard-pressed John McCone o
government forces. The Ameri-  The CIA% best administrotor l
cans might have participated in - T
veconnaissance missions, but that was all. . S
But this wasn’t all, as the State Department found cut oa |

i Tuesday when it checked another division of the CIA. Peking was l
Juight. And today, of course, the State Department claborated. Four |
American civilians participated in a “one-shot emergency wmissjion” :

eredited with saving Congolese forces.from a disastrous yout by i
~rebels in Kivue Province. . .

-

Obviously, the CIA, now headed by the best administrator it |
ever had, John McCone, is considered by the State Department wholly 4
vesponsible for that commumications®snafu. . !

This is normal operating procedure—pass the, buck to the spy
agency when saught with your own pants down, '

We don't go entively for State's explanation of how, by tapping
the wrong ClA channel, it was wade to look widiculous. It is one
guess that, despite all McCone has been able ta do since he tock
charge at the CIA in October, 1061, sonie of his niost capable agents
would rather give State the wrong steer than the real McCoy.

There has heen a constant ¢lash belween agency opevatives and
the department's boys. The latter think they should run all phases
ol our foreign policy mancuvers shroad and think the CIA is trying
to take over the real trouble spots in-a sneaky, clandestine soit of -
way' ‘ ' * - : )

The U.S. Embassy erowd in”Saigon, for éxamp]e, has always

Nam. and vice versa.
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i the prisoners had been released.
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The Secret U.S. Effort In the Ceongo
The CIA would certainly deny it, as it is requived to, but
leng ago as January, 1963, it was clear to most interested dip

“matic sourees here that were acting to bolster the Congo gover

ment's military power ‘on a clandestine basis, .
We reeall that shtortly after the veturn of ihe ransomed B:

of ‘Pi;:s prisoners from Cuba, it was revealed by certain anti-Cast
»Cuban fliers in an interview here that

1 ) & somiewhat secret UL
effort was wnderway in the Congo. :

Omue of these flieys, who had been picked up at sea after {
Ray of Pigs fiasco, was kept under wraps in a CIA hidcout un

He reported that some his fellow fliers had found jobs in t
Congo, and he had a letter from_one reperting that the same €
agent who had been active in the truining of invasion iroeps

1 Guatemala had turned up in Leopoldville.

, One of these Bay of Pigs velerans, Manuel Penabaz, jdentifs
the CIA agent transterved:to the Congo as Frank Bender. Anoth
disagreed and said it was “Max,” an agent with a German acce

'\yho specialized in psychiatrie tesis for the recruits training -
: Guatemala. . N

Mystery Man ef ihie Bay of Pigs
Bender Is a real mystery figure, He was a key operative in 1)

i training of exiles for the Bay of Pigs and, according to some -

the prisoners released luter, led them to believe ihat U.S. air suppe
cauld be depenided on if meessary to vaake the invasion sueces iy
In the ecarly stages of the invasion plan Bender really had

.cloak of seerecy wrapped areund him. He told such exile Jeoiie

. s Manuel Artime that ho wag not connected with the U, 8, wever

went in any way, He was only werking for “a big and pewei i

+eompany” willing to spend a lot of money to free Cuba frow b
-

Communista,
i A . - .
That is the wndercover way that a CTA agent Yikes 1o apernd

rand that the agency likes to have him operate. IL is probably =
: the =ort of way that the operation in the Congo has been carricd an

If 50, it would explain why the CIA is yeluciant 2o eil the Sia

‘Department what is happening, unless the equeeze s realiy pot o

And it should net bo forgolten 1hat Ameriesy civilian Ml

hiave been used beforve in just the combat way they were osed |
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